to the present and is currently deployed. Information on the trap, trap mooring, planktic foraminifers as climate proxies, and the results from the first year are detailed in Tedesco and others (2009) . In this paper, we update results from the sediment-trap series to include material collected between January and December of 2010. The paper presents the data without interpretation.
Regional Setting
The Gulf of Mexico is a semi-enclosed basin surrounded by the Gulf Coast of the United States, indicates the trap site is part of the Atlantic Warm Pool during July, August, and September (summer) (Locarnini and others, 2010) . Sediment-trap samples were wet split into four aliquots using a precision rotary splitter at the University of South Carolina, stored in buffered deionized water, and then refrigerated. A quarter split was wet sieved over a 150-m sieve and subsequently wet picked for all foraminifers. To supplement total test counts in intervals with less than 300 foraminifers, we sieved and picked an additional onequarter split and summed the counts. All planktic foraminifers were identified to species. The species counts are reported as flux in tests per square meter per day. Flux was calculated by multiplying the individual species counts by number of splits, then dividing by sampling length, which was typically 7 or 14 days. Percent abundance is reported weekly and for each season. Seasonal flux is the total flux for each individual species. Seasons are defined as winter (January, February, and March), spring (April, May, and June), summer (July, August, and September), and fall (October, November, and December). Relative seasonal abundances were calculated by dividing the individual species total seasonal flux by the total seasonal flux for all planktic foraminifers. 
Materials and Methods

Results from 2010
More than 25 species of planktic foraminifers were identified in the sediment-trap material. Globorotalia truncatulinoides was the most abundant species in the early winter season, comprising >70 percent of the assemblage during January (fig. 4) . The spinose species Gs. ruber (pink), Gs. ruber (white), and G. calida comprised the bulk of the spring assemblage (~60 percent). The summer season was dominated by G. ruber (white and pink), which made up >60 percent of the total assemblage. Gs. ruber (pink) (11 percent), Gs. ruber (white) (15 percent), Gt. menardii group (15 percent), N. dutertrei (13 percent), Pulleniatina spp. (10 percent), and G. falconensis (12 percent) accounted for about 80 percent of the fall assemblage composition. 
Discussion
Knowing the modern seasonal range, flux, and abundance of species of planktic foraminifers commonly used as proxies for past low-to mid-latitude paleotemperature construction can help with the interpretation of the foraminiferal assemblage records archived in nearby sediments. For example, Gs.
ruber (white) is typically used in proxy reconstructions of mean annual sea-surface conditions in the low latitudes (for example, Richey and others, 2007; Schmidt and others, 2004) . The relative percent abundance of Gs. ruber (white) in 2008-2009, 1.5-5 percent, was anomalously low compared to Holocene planktic foraminiferal assemblages from nearby basins that show Gs. ruber (white) comprises ~20-30 percent of the total assemblage (Kennett and others, 1985; LoDico and others, 2006; Poore and others, 2011) . However, though Gs. ruber occurred in lower abundance during 2008-2010 than the 20-30 percent indicated by assemblages archived in deep-sea sediments, its essentially year-round presence, consistent with sediment-trap data from the Sargasso Sea (Deuser and others, 1987) , supports the assumption that it provides a record of mean annual conditions. 
Conclusions
Open-ocean sediment-trap material collected from January to December of 2010 shows that more than 25 species of planktic foraminifers were present in our samples. Of that, 10 species/groups comprised ~90 percent of the total flux. Gt. truncatulinoides flux data continue to indicate that this species almost exclusively prefers the winter season (particularly January and February). Though abundance and flux of Gs. ruber (white) increased by a factor of 3 since 2009, and almost an order of magnitude since 2008, it still occurs in lower abundance than that indicated by sediment assemblage records.
